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 Giant scheme to go ahead -

objection e-mail lost by planners 

K iltarlity Community Council 

members were astonished to 

learn that the massive 80 house devel-

opment proposed for Kiltarlity Village 

by builders William Gray had been 

given a complete go-ahead by Planning 

Officers without the matter being re-

ferred to the local Highland Council 

Planning Applications Committee. 

And it was revealed that the Commu-

nity Council’s objection, which would 

have led to referral to the Committee 

and the opportunity for the views of 

objectors to be explained to Highland 

Councillors, had been lost somewhere 

in the new planning arrangements. 

  The developer already has permission 

for 23 houses on the former Balgate 

Sawmill site, but, though these have not 

yet been started, had submitted an appli-

cation for a further 57 housing units, on 

the site  -  52 houses, including 12 flats, 

and 5 self build plots.  

  At a meeting with Community Coun-

cil representatives Planning officials 

apologised for  the oversight but 

stressed that there was no possibility of 

rescinding the decision to approve the 

development. They argued that, in any 

case, the Community Council’s objec-

tions have largely been met by the con-

ditions attached to the permission they 

have granted. 

  The Community Council had objected 

primarily to the scale of the proposed 

development, having long fought for 

housing increase in the village to be 

restricted to the 25% within 10 years, 

recommended in the current Local 

Plan  - an increase in the current 10 

year period of, at most, 33 new houses. 

The 18 affordable houses built by Albyn 

Housing and the permissions granted   

for 24 houses on the Glebe site and Wil-

liam Gray’s previously agreed 23 houses, 

already add up to double the figure rec-

ommended as reasonable for the size of 

the village.   

  But planners maintained that the 25% 

should be based on current housing num-

bers at the time of any new application 

rather than the number at the beginning 

of the Plan period, though the Commu-

nity Council regard this as a distortion of 

the Local Plan and a “moving the goal-

posts” exercise. Planners also maintained 

there would be phasing since Gray were 

not to be allowed to start on the 57 unit 

phase until they had completed the 23 

houses they already had permission for. 

It was pointed out that this was not really 

phasing as set out in the Plan but simply 

a delayed start to the giant development. 

  The Community Council also objected 

to the inclusion of 12 flats within the de-

velopment, on the grounds that they were 

inappropriate in a rural community. 

However, planners maintained that de-

velopers were obliged by national guide-

lines to provide a mix of housing types. 

  To Community Council concerns about 

the inadequacy of existing infrastructure 

for a development of this scale the re-

sponse was that no service provider had 

said that infrastructure  was inadequate. 

Representatives raised the case of sew-

age leakage spotted by local people at the 

waste water plant  but were told that 

there was adequate capacity but that  

Scottish Water would ensure that Gray 

carried out any  upgrade of the system 

that proved necessary. (ctd on Page 2) 



  Community Council members had 

thought that a major application of this 

kind with more than 50 houses and over 

2 hectares, and apparently contrary to the 

Local Plan, would have had to be  re-

ferred to Committee, even without the 

CC's objection. However, as far as the 

planners were concerned the only things 

that would have ensured a referral were 

objections from five residents (at sepa-

rate addresses) or a Community Council 

objection. There had been an objection 

from one resident, and of course the 

Community Council objection was not 

found until the Council began to raise  

concerns. 

  Planners pointed out that a major appli-

cation of this kind did have to be ex-

plained in a local consultation event and 

that the developers had held this event in 

Kiltarlity Hall.  They stressed that, under 

the new system, although objections to 

the formal application could still be made 

later, local residents also needed to use 

such prior events to voice reservations 

and suggest modifications to what was 

being proposed. 

  The Community Council representa-

tives expressed reservations as to the ef-

fectiveness of this first ever consultation 

of its kind,   and also pointed out that 

many members of the public, unfamiliar 

with the new system, were apt to think it 

sufficient to leave the Community Coun-

cil to object on the community’s behalf. 

  A new Development Plan is in prepara-

tion with the planners, rather ominously, 

predicting ‘greater flexibility’. It is likely 

that the Community Council will initiate 

a survey of actual housing needs in Kil-

tarlity to help cope with further attempts 

at overdevelopment. 

  

Balgate housing ob-

jection lost 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Many of us are blissfully unaware of 

the wide range of insects and other ani-

mals that rely on our gardens as their 

habitat. Other than the obvious pests 

that thwart our gardening efforts, most 

are neither helpful nor harmful to the 

gardener; their greatest importance ly-

ing in the fact that they are part of the 

great food chain. Some of these crea-

tures, however, are positively benefi-

cial, as they feed on pests, pollinate 

flowers or improve soil. 

  Useful small creatures in the garden 

perform a variety of services. Honey 

bees, bumble bees and wasps pollinate 

flowers. Ladybirds and hoverflies (both 

adults and larvae) feed on aphids -   

(greenfly and blackfly). Earthworms 

are miniature soil processors who aer-

ate and enrich soil, and centipedes prey 

on a variety of pests during the night. 

Many ground beetles, whether black, 

brown or green,  also dine on pests. 

    Larger and more obvious garden 

residents or visitors are also welcome 

diners. Hedgehogs eat slugs, worms 

and other insects; frogs and toads eat 

slugs, woodlice, insects, worms and 

spiders; and shrews eat insects, slugs, 

woodlice, and earthworms, with over 

all benefit to the garden. While the 

song thrush  loves snails, to eat, that is. 

  It is important that we all try to create 

conditions in our gardens that are fa-

vourable to all these creatures, and to 

be aware that indiscriminate or careless 

use of chemicals can destroy many of 

the creatures and upset the fine balance 

of nature essential to us all. 

  Creating or managing a garden that is 

not only beautiful, but also functional 

and wildlife friendly is not as compli-

cated as is often thought. Here are 

some of the ways to achieve this. 

  Plant a wide range of shrubs, trees, 

and berry and fruit producing and flow-

ering plants to supply food and shelter 

the whole year round. Choose a mix of 

plants with different flowering periods 

ranging from early spring to late au-

tumn. Dense twiggy shrubs, trees and 

conifers provide great shelter for birds. 

  Leave an area of your garden to grow 

wild and undisturbed. Our obsession 

with tidiness, constantly clearing away 

debris and leaves, cutting back plants 

as they finish flowering, digging areas 

of soil, disturbs and destroys wildlife 

habitats. 

  Leave a pile of wood or logs in this 

undisturbed part of your garden. This 

provides good shelter and food for many 

insects and small mammals. 

  A garden pond, even a very small one, 

encourages a huge range of creatures, 

including frogs, toads, and newts. At the 

Garden Centre we have created a pond 

approximately 1m by 0.6m and it is alive 

with frogs, beetles, snails, and many 

other insects as well as being a great 

source of water for birds and other ani-

mals. 

  Contrary to popular belief, it is not es-

sential to grow mainly 'native' plants to 

attract wildlife. However, it is worth 

bearing in mind that not all flowers pro-

vide the same amount of nectar and pol-

len, useful to pollinating insects. Double 

flowers are sterile and offer no nutri-

tional value and the same is often true of 

the many 'blousy' bedding plants avail-

able in the summer. Take time to watch 

insects in your garden, you will soon be 

able to see which flowers they prefer. 

  Please be very careful when using gar-

den chemicals, many of which are lethal 

to bees and other creatures. If you must 

spray chemicals, note the following  

guidelines. Spray in late evening when 

pollinating insects have stopped flying 

and spray in calm conditions to avoid 

drift.  

    But there are alternatives to these 

chemicals.. For example, a soapy solu-

tion sprayed on aphids is a very effective 

and safe way of removing them. Black 

spot and other fungal diseases can be re-

duced by removing badly affected leaves 

and spraying the rest with a solution of 

bicarbonate of soda. A solution of one 

part milk to ten parts water sprayed onto 

foliage can help reduce mildew. You can 

use slug traps, coffee grounds or 'Slug 

stop' as alternatives to slug pellets. 

  If anyone would like more informa-

tion on gardening for wildlife or in-

deed any other aspect of gardening, 

Sue or Dougie at Highland Liliums 

Garden Centre are happy to help. 

Wildlife friendly gardening 
by Sue at Highland Liliums 

Community Council 

changes 
 

Kiltarlity Community Council mem-

bers have thanked Hector Douglas for 

his valuable service as Secretary to the 

Council. Mr Douglas has resigned as 

Secretary but remains a member.  Rob-

bie Sheriffs has been elected Secretary 

and co-opted as a full member. Lesley 

MacColl and John-Al MacAulay have 

resigned from the Community Council. 
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Druim Ba Wind Farm 

Public Exhibitions   
 

Please come along to one of our public information sessions to find out more 

about our proposal for a wind farm on land at Druim Ba Forest, Blairmore 

Estate, Kiltarlity. 
 

Members of our project team will be there to answer questions and listen to 

your feedback about the project. We will have a computerised model available 

at each session so that you can see  what  view,  if any,  you would have of the 

wind farm from your own home or business.  

 

We will be at:  Kiltarlity Hall, October 5; Abriachan Hall, October 6; and 

The Priory Hotel, Beauly, October 7. Each exhibition will be open from 
noon until 8pm.  

 

We are keen to make sure that people can access all the facts and see the out-

come of some of the expert studies we have commissioned, as well as informa-

tion about other work we have yet to complete. Please come along and find out 

more about our plans.  

 

For further information visit www.druimbasustainableenergy.co.uk or call 

us on 01463 230540. 

BOBLAINY FOREST GROUP 
The Group is a sub-group of Kiltarlity Community Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END TO END WALK 
A car shuttle will be organised 

Saturday morning 4th September 
Join us to walk the six miles of the main track through 

Boblainy Forest from Culburnie to Ardendrain with our 

forest ranger and our ornithologist. The options of using the 

original track for a mile or more, a viewpoint close by and 

a hidden short cut, will all provide relief from the hard sur-

face of the main track. Accompanied children are welcome. 

We would hope the walk, which involves several gradual 

ascents totalling around 300 metres, will finish by 1.30 pm. 
 

MEET KILTARLITY HALL 10 am OR AT  

ARDENDRAIN ENTRANCE TO THE FOREST AT 10.15 am 

No unauthorised vehicles are allowed in the Forest 

Boblainy Forest 

Group  
 

  Rob Chapman, Chairman 

W e have held a few  

events during the sum-

mer, most notably the “longest 

day” walk which was led by 

Floris Greenlaw. This pro-

duced a  turnout of over 30 

people and, fortunately, the 

weather, though not brilliant, 

remained dry. We also had a 

few   children’s events through 

the summer, organised by 

Sheila Wallace. 
  The Forestry Commission have put in 

signs to waymark the route between 

Ardendrain and Culburnie. These are  

quite unobtrusive and should provide  

guidance for those unfamiliar with the 

route. 

  A meeting was arranged to clear rub-

bish deposited along the road from the 

Ardendrain entrance. This was twice 

postponed  because of the weather, but 

some of us went in later to clear it. At 

one place garden waste looks to have 

been dumped on a commercial scale 

and been  used to cover household rub-

bish. 

  Our next event is a walk through from 

Ardendrain to Culburnie on Septem-

ber 4th at 10.00 am. It is intended to 
organise transport to return participants 

to the starting point. 

DRAINAGE DOCTORS 
 

SEPTIC TANKS AND 
SOAKAWAYS 

 
REPAIRS AND  
INSTALLATION 

 
TEL: ANDY BAWDEN 

 01463 741468 
or 

ALI MATHESON 
01349 877629  
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K iltarlity Gala started this year as 

usual at  9 o’clock on a lovely May 

Saturday when the committee and a 

band of helpers met to set up stalls, stag-

ing, bunting, tables, gazebos and more 

in the school playing field and new din-

ing hall.  Initial worries over the change 

in the school buildings were unfounded 

and by 2 pm all was ready to go.  Our 

resident piper, Craig MacRitchie, and 

MC Jimmy Mainland got the afternoon 

off to a good start, to be followed by a 

great programme of live music from 

Torridon and Chasing Rain.   

  Then there was fun for all with the Buck-

ing Bronco, Giant Inflatable Slide and 

Paintball.  Beauly Karate Club with Dolina 

Ross showed their skills, the Beauly Fire-

fighters showed their new water rescue 

equipment, the artists among us exhibited 

in the gym hall and the Beach Volleyball 

tournament kept everyone entertained.   

  In true village gala style all the favourites 

were on offer - outstanding teas from the 

WRI,  home baking for sale, popcorn, 

hamburgers, tombola, White Elephant 

Stall, Hook a Duck, plant stall, games, 

school crafts, photo competition, and 

more. 

  The attendance was high and the weather 

was kind.  By 5 o’clock the raffles had 

been won, the prizes presented and the last 

spectators were seen drifting off home – 

the signal for the ‘gala gang’ to strike stalls 

and shelters, let down the inflatables and 

wash up, clear up, roll up and pick  up.  All 

was tidy by 6 pm and another Gala Day 

successfully ended. 

Kiltarlity Gala 2010 
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The pictures tell it 

all, well, almost. 

You really had to 

be there. 



Some like the idea of wind farms, 

and think they’re a great idea.. Some 

believe they’re a blot on the land-

scape and overrated as the answer to 

energy needs. Kiltarlity News is 
taking no sides and will attempt to 

present views blowing in all direc-

tions. 
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Obituary We are be happy to 
print  all obituaries submitted to us..  

Not Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber 

T his Election sign, across the road from Balgate shinty pitch wanted 

residents to vote for Labour candidate 

John McKendrick. 

  But you would have wasted a vote, be-

cause John McKendrick was Labour 

Party Candidate for Ross, Skye and 

Lochaber and  this poster was in 

neighbouring Inverness, Nairn, Bade-

noch and Strathspey. 

  If the political parties don’t know where 

the constituency boundaries are, things 

have got a bit complicated with those 

boundaries - and names.  

  However, the Scottish Government 

election is coming up again next year - 

and there's been another reform of 

boundaries and names for that. No longer 

will Kiltarlity  be divided between con-

stituencies with names as long as voting 

papers. For the Holyrood vote at least 

we’re all going to be reunited in the 

snappily named Skye, Lochaber and Ba-

denoch. Where? Well, these are all nice 

places, though a bit distant. But, relax, 

you don’t need to go to Portree, Fort 

William or Kingussie to vote. You can 

still vote in Kiltarlity Hall.  

  After all;, what’s in a name? 

O ne of Lovat Shinty Club’s most 

celebrated players, Eck Thow, 

Beaufort Cottages, died in June aged 

93. Eck was at the heart of Lovat's 

greatest ever side, which, after domi-

nating shinty in the immediate post 

war years, won the sport's grand slam 

of trophies in 1953, the first time the 

feat had been achieved.  

  Anyone who witnessed those glory days 

will always remember Eck as a tireless 

and accurate wing centre who could send 

his touch hits phenomenal distances up 

the field. His dedication to  physical fit-

ness, which had served him so well on 

the shinty field, stayed with him and he 

is reputed to have maintained his regime 

of press-ups into his nineties. A story is 

told of him refusing the offer of a lift 

even though he thought he was late in 

making a visit at the time he had prom-

ised; although well into his eighties he 

opted to make up the time by running.  

  Eck was brought up in Kiltarlity, his 

father William being an employee of the 

Lovat Estate, and after leaving school he 

himself worked at Beaufort Farm. Eck 

saw active service during World War 

Two in the Lovat Scouts. 

  He was predeceased by his wife, Jessie 

MacDonald, originally of Forumbuy, 

Kinerras, and is survived by their family,  

Billy, Sandra, Kathleen and their chil-

dren. 

  Kiltarlity Church of Scotland was filled 

to capacity on June 22nd in a magnifi-

cent tribute to a highly esteemed member 

of the community.  

  Thereafter Eck was laid to rest in Eska-

dale Burial Ground.   

Alexander Thow 
1916—2010 

O ur new session starts on 1
st Sep-

tember and old and new mem-

bers are welcome to our first meting. 

Then on 4th September we have our 

trip to Pitlochry to see the musical 

‘Kiss me Kate’ when we meet up 

with our twinned Institute, Harburn, 

and join them for high tea after the 

show. We then have our usual meet-

ings, with something     to       interest  

everyone.  
 

Syllabus 
September 1 

Xmas wrapping by Sue Blaine 

Competition -Wrapped gift 

October 6 

Visit to Ardfearn Garden Centre 

Competition -Snap of river 

scene 

November 3 

What to do with garlic by Jilly Alliman           

Competition -Marmalade 

Bring your Christmas annuals!  

December 1 

Christmas night out  

Competition - knitted teddy 

January 5 

Talk on birds by Malcolm Harvey 

Competition - four rock buns 

February 2 

HIV: Mission Possible by Dottie Grant 

Competition - knitted draught excluder 

March 2 

Members' Night 

Competition - Birthday Cake (Cupcake 

style) 

April 6 

WHIST DRIVE     

May 4 

AGM and  Pot Luck SUPPER 

Competition -Pot plant 

 

Committee 

President: Alison Mackenzie 741294 

Secretary: Cath MacRitchie   741264 

Treasurer: Mary MacAulay    741501 

Kiltarlity SWRI 
Catherine MacRitchie 

Secretary 

Wind farms 

Winter 2010 

Kiltarlity News 
 

All material by 31 

October , please 
 

 Material can be sent by 31 October  

2010 to R. MacLean, ‘Berisay’, Cul-
burnie, (741323), e-mailed to rdmac-

lean5@berisay.co.uk, left in the shop/

PO or given to any  Community 

Council member. 
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Clubs meeting in  

Kiltarlity Hall 

School Badminton (term time);  

Beavers (term time);  

Kempo (every week) ;   

Mother & Toddlers  (term time);   

School Shinty (winter terms);  

 Fitness Class (term time) ;  

Badminton Juniors  (Oct- end 

March);   

Badminton Seniors;  

Shinty training;   

WRI (1st Wed of each month);  

Craft class;  

Hall committee meeting (2nd Wed of 

each month);   

Ready Steady Go  (Term Time); 

Cubs  (Term Time);  

Scouts (Term Time);  

Indoor Football (Adults)  (Winter 

Terms);  

Indoor Football (Children)  (Term 

Time); 

 First Shinty Club  (Winter Terms); 

Youth Club (Term Time);  

Kirkhill Football Club (Winter 

Terms);  

Model Aeroplane Club (Winter 

Terms);   

Whist Drive (Last Sat of Month)    

Club information may  

be 

 incomplete or  

 changed;  

see also   

notice boards, or contact:  

741 447 

Advertising in the Kiltarlity News  
 

We can offer space in the Service Directory where we will print a maximum of 30 words for a cost per is-

sue of £5. 

  Also, display/box advertisements which would have up to 150 words and would be approximately either 

5 column centimetres ( 5 cm X 5 cm approx) or 10 column centimetres (ie twice as high or twice as broad, 

though not both).   Cost per issue for a 5 cm box is £15 and for a 10 cm box £25.   Other sizes and designs 

can be arranged. 

  For  next issue send your requirements and text by  31 October 2010  to: rdmaclean5@berisay.co.uk, 
or post to R D MacLean, ‘Berisay’, Culburnie, Kiltarlity IV4 7JJ (01463 741323). 
 

 

K irkhill District Amenities Association is pleased to announce that  

we are now taking bookings for Kirkhill MUGA (multi use games 

area). In the centre of Kirkhill, this is a great new facility for the area.  

The all-weather court can be used for a variety of sports including foot-

ball, tennis, basketball and shinty.  It has floodlights and so can be used 

on winter evenings too. Hire includes access to changing facilities.   

   We’ve kept our charges as low as possible while covering the costs neces-

sary to keep it in good condition for the future.  We’re happy to take single 

and block bookings from individuals, groups, clubs and schools.  

   Please contact our booking secretary  Ken MacDonald for more informa-

tion: 

Brannahuie, Inchmore, Inverness IV5 7PX. Tel:  01463 831479 (after 6 pm 

weekdays). Email: kennethmacdonald@btinternet.com 

  Booking information, tariffs  and forms will shortly be available at www.

kirkhillandbu 

 

Kirkhill MUGA open  

for business 
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News From Charleston Academy  
from Craig MacRitchie, former Head Boy 

Aigas Community Forest  
Update from Andrew Leaver   

Outstanding Performance 
David Buhl gave an outstanding performance as one of the soloists in Vivaldi’s Double Cello Concerto in G 

Minor.  This was at a recent concert given by the Regional Youth Orchestra.  David was complimented by 

Norman Bolton, the Council’s Music Development Officer, who said he plays in an extremely musical way 

with great control and self discipline. 

Highland Schools’ Hockey Tournament 

After a great run of wins against  teams in Highland Region, Charleston S3 girls’ hockey team were named 

Highland Schools’ Hockey Champions at a recent tournament at Dingwall Academy.  With great team play 

and brilliant scoring runs from Laura Gallacher, the girls finished top of their group and  went on to play In-

verness Royal Academy in the semi-final, where Laura went on to score 4 goals. They played Dingwall A in 

the final with Laura netting the first goal in 30 seconds.  Another goal followed and after a solid whole team 

performance they were named Highland Schools’ Hockey Champions. 

Speeder Reader 
In June the Speeder Readers who were about to graduate from the programme prepared tea and cakes for an 

invited audience.  They entertained with a DVD produced by themselves highlighting experiences and 

thoughts during the programme.  Congratulations to  Matthew Dicks and Owen Michie who graduated from 

the scheme and who received a certificate and book from Mr MacSween. 

BUSHCRAFT - John Muir Conserve Award 
Iona Holmes and Luke Johnston who underwent the Bushcraft experience graduated after 4 years working to-

wards their John Muir Conserve Award.  Their final trip involved camping with midges in Glen Feshie, learn-

ing bone craft skills and canoeing on the upper Spey followed by the Spey rapids.  They also learned first-aid 

skills, conservation work and helped as Junior Instructors. 

BUSHCRAFT - The  Discover Group 

Timothy Dicks and Stuart Dingwall spent 4 days and 3 nights in May camping on Dundreggan Estate near In-

vermoriston.  They worked with the charity “Trees For Life” who remove non-native trees and replant with 

native Scottish trees, helping to restore the native Caledonian Forest. As part of the John Muir Award scheme 

the boys and 4 classmates helped with the planting of 475 Silver Birch trees in just one day.  They also learned 

survival skills and how to make a fire and log shelter. 

 

This is Craig’s final Charleston Report for the Kiltarlity News as he has now left Charleston and is about 

to set off to Aberdeen University to study for a BSc in Zoology. We would like to thank him for his contribu-

tions  to the Kiltarlity News  and wish him well in his studies and future career. (We would   love to hear 

from someone willing to be our new Charleston correspondent.)   
 

See also Craig’s separate report on his trip to Botswana. 

Kiltarlity WRI, in May,  handed over a cheque for 

£230 to Neil Ross of the Kintail Mountain Rescue 

team. 

  Mr Ross had previously spoken to the WRI on the 

work of the rescue team and the members had decided 

to donate the money raised at the annual WRI whist 

drive to the team. 

  Secretary Cath MacRitchie  explains, “We prefer to 
give to smaller, more local, charities and the mountain 

rescue team do such valuable work.” 

  Start of new session in September: see separate report. 

WRI come to the aid of 

mountain rescue team 
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Botswana  
 June 2010 

Craig MacRitchie’s account of 

Charleston Academy’s 

 African safari 

In June we finally left from Charleston 

Academy for a very long trip to South 

Africa.   
  From Johannesburg we travelled by bus 

(really a truck with seats and very little 

suspension) to Palapye in Botswana 

where we set up camp at Itumela.  The 

camp was great, and after a 5 am start in 

the mornings we spent the next two days 

attending Lotsane Senior School.  This 

made us appreciate our own educational 

system and all the resources available to 

us at home  During this time we handed 

over the electric wheelchair which we 

raised money to buy for the S5 Lotsane 

girl who was paralysed. This was a great 

moment. 

  During our trip we stayed in four differ-

ent camps, the best one being at Chobe 

on the banks of the Chobe River where 

we went on a land safari in the morning 

and a river safari in the evening.  During 

both safaris we saw much wildlife in-

cluding four of the big five (only the 

leopard was missing). 

  The highlight of the trip was when we 

went to Zimbabwe to see Victoria Falls 

which is one of the seven natural won-

ders of the world.  It was awe inspiring 

and spectacular and I highly recommend 

that if anyone gets the chance to visit to 

definitely go as I thought it was one of 

the highlights of my life so far. 

  Africa is a great continent and Bot-

swana is full of wonderful people and I 

thoroughly enjoyed my time there.  I 

even took my bagpipes and got to play 

alongside the Botswana Defence Force 

Pipe Band. 

Craig, elephants and  

Victoria Falls. 

J oe Barnard, Anna and family 

spent the summer in Paris where 

Joe was on study leave.  Joe has re-

turned and will conduct the regular 

Sunday morning service (11.00 am) in 

the Community Hall.  

  Meantime   I K Ferguson has com-

menced a major overhaul of the Church 

building and is expected to complete the 

work in November.  In addition to over-

hauling the basics the Church will have a 

kitchen, new toilets and remodelled Sun-

day school and Bible Study accommoda-

tion.   The pews and pulpit have been 

removed and they will be replaced with 

modern seating, appropriate audio-visual 

technology and a hearing loop. 

  In October the Church will start a brief 

community service at 6.00 pm on the 

first Sunday of each month with familiar 

items of praise and an informal character. 

The Church hopes that it will attract any-

one in the community who is free to 

come and who might prefer the more in-

formal approach!  

  The Church hopes to have its website 

up and running in September; watch out 

for    www.kfchurch.com. 

Kiltarlity Free 

Church  

J oin Marie Curie Cancer Care for a 

late summer evening 10k walk 

ending at 10 pm to celebrate our 

Nurses. 

  Starting early evening, we’re inviting 

you, your friends and families to join us 

and light up the last of 2010’s great Brit-

ish summer evenings on Saturday, Sep-

tember 4, 2010. Whilst you finish your 
walk at 10 pm another Marie Curie 

Nurse will be arriving at the home of a 

patient. Our nurses work day and night 

providing expert care and support to peo-

ple with cancer and other terminal ill-

nesses completely free of charge. 

  So  dust off your picnic blanket and 

settle down with some food and fizz 

(or a thermos of something hot) after 

your walk and help us mark the begin-

ning of the next Marie Curie Nursing 

shift at 10 pm. 

   Registration costs just £10 and we 

ask that you aim to raise £100.  You 

can find out more at  http://www.

mari ec ur i e . o rg . uk / i nyou ra rea /

scotland/events/Beaufort_Castle.htm. 

  The Walk Ten event is set within the 

grounds of the picturesque and historic 

Beaufort Castle, situated 12 miles west 

of Inverness. The walk grants exclu-

sive access to this privately owned es-

tate, with our route making the best 

possible use of the extensive grounds 

and the magnificent views of the castle 

itself. 

  The event offers something for every 

walker, with riverside and woodland 

walking, open country and arable land. 

There is also a host of interesting fea-

tures along the route, such as the sum-

mer house, tree house and sculptured 

gardens. This is the perfect opportunity 

to experience a wonderful evening of 

walking and celebration in this most 

unique and exclusive of locations. 

Castle Walk 
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J ohn Fraser was a native of Kiltar-

lity who became a well known 

“zealous and indefatigable collector of 

North American plants” and was re-

sponsible for the introduction to Brit-

ain of many now well known garden 

plants, including the rhododendron. 

He probably belonged to Tomnacross, 

although two John Frasers were born 

in Kiltarlity in 1750, both to fathers 

called Donald Fraser. 

  The young John Fraser, however, did 

not see his future in Kiltarlity and in the 

less turbulent years that followed Cullo-

den he was able to seek fame and fortune 

in London. His first trade appears to have 

been weaving and by his early 20s he 

was established in London as a hosiery 

and linen draper. In 1778 he married 

Frances Shaw, who by her name would 

seem to also have been Highland, and 

they had at least two sons, John and 

James. 

  Fraser, however, was not a man to get 

into a rut or stay in one place for too 

long. Quite suddenly, the drapery is for-

gotten and he becomes a plant collector 

when in 1780, in spite of having been ill 

with tuberculosis, he set off for New-

foundland, as a result it seems of a per-

sonal contact he had made. (Fraser was 

an expert social networker.) Though he 

may have originally been otherwise em-

ployed in Newfoundland Fraser em-

barked there on his new career as a plant 

collector, establishing a nursery of his 

own in London, but also supplying plants 

to rich clients, there being at this time a 

ready and lucrative market for fashion-

able North American plants. Although 

this seems quite different from his first 

trade, it would seem reasonable to as-

sume that a man brought up at Tomna-

cross would have agricultural skills 

which could be effectively applied to 

horticulture.  

  After four years in Newfoundland, 

which included visits back to London, 

Fraser moved on in 1785 to search for 

plants in the Carolinas in the southern 

United States  where he spent two years. 

Not only was Fraser successful in finding 

many plants new to Britain but also is 

credited with being particularly skilful at 

packaging them for the long sea voyage 

so that, unlike many collections, they 

arrived in marketable condition. 

  On a return visit to the Southern States 

in 1786 Fraser visited Georgia and then 

in 1787 set off with a French collector, 

André Michaux, to “Indian country”. 

Although Fraser built up the hostile 

reputation of the Cherokee Indians in 

his letters, in fact they turned out to be 

friendly and helpful and this trip was a 

success, with many saleable plants 

brought back to London.  

  The extent to which Fraser crossed 

and recrossed the Atlantic is very im-

pressive and his journeys in America in 

the eighteenth century involved mara-

thon treks through mountain and forest, 

and exposure to an unfamiliar and 

harsh climate. For example, in Georgia, 

after a trip in a log canoe and a night of 

heavy rain spent in the shelter only of 

trees, Fraser ended up on his own and 

lost. After climbing a tree to get his 

bearings he was reunited with his com-

panions who revived him with gin and 

pepper so that he was able to spend  

another night in pouring rain.  Despite 

just surviving these  soakings and hun-

ger Fraser’s skill as a social networker 

was in constant use and he made the 

most of his encounters with other col-

lectors and with other influential peo-

ple he came across in his travels.  

  His social skills may explain how he 

next turns up in Russia selling plants to 

the Empress, Catherine the Great. Fra-

ser received a commission from Cath-

erine to collect more plants for her in 

America and although she died in 1796 

he proceeded to carry out the commis-

sion on behalf of her son the Emperor 

Paul. In 1799 he set off again for 

America, this time with his nineteen 

year old son John to assist him. Fraser 

was always an opportunist and took 

with him Russian Tartarian cherries to 

introduce to America, where they are 

still known as “Fraser’s Tartarian cher-

ries”. He had already introduced them 

to Britain. It was on this trip that they 

discovered on an Appalachian moun-

tain top and brought back the first rho-

dodendron to be introduced to Britain, 

Rhododendron Catawbiense, which 

was subsequently crossed with other 

varieties with great success. This is not, 

however, the invasive rhododendron 

that we know and sometimes now hate 

which was brought later from the Hi-

malayas,  

  On this trip, instead of going straight 

back to Britain, Fraser decided that he 

and his son would make a detour via 

Kiltarlity man  who became  

world celebrity 

Cuba. A minor problem was that Cuba 

was at that time a Spanish colony and 

Spain and Britain happened to be at war. 

Fraser devised a cunning plan which was 

to pass themselves off as American citi-

zens, with bogus American passports, but 

the most cunning of plans can go wrong 

and  the Frasers were shipwrecked 40 

miles off the Cuban coast. Miraculously, 

after six days hanging on to the wreckage  

of their ship, the Frasers and the ship’s 

crew were  rescued and taken to the near-

est Cuban port. Their bogus passports 

now lay in the ocean, but they managed 

to persuade the local American Consul 

that they were American and he enabled 

them to travel on to Havana where a fel-

low botanist gave them accommodation. 

However, he decided it would be wiser, 

from his point of view, especially, to tell 

the Cuban Governor that they were Brit-

ish. Luckily, and Fraser’s life story is one 

of good and bad luck in almost equal 

measure,  the Governor decided that, in 

spite of the war, he had no quarrel with 

them personally and supplied them with 

valid documents. 

  In the mountains of Cuba the Frasers 

collected more interesting plants to intro-

duce to Britain. Young John was  sent 

home direct from Cuba and his father 

returned some months later, via a short 

detour back to the Carolinas, and after a 

further marine mishap when his ship 

sprung a leak and they were lucky to 

make it ashore in the West Indies. 

  But on the Russian front, Fraser’s luck 

had run out. The Emperor Paul was as-

sassinated in 1801 and his successor, 

Alexander, refused to honour the agree-

ment which had been made with John 

Fraser, an agreement which Fraser was 

depending on to restore his shaky finan-

cial position. 

  So he now began a lengthy attempt to 

obtain the payment which he had ex-

pected  but, despite support from British 

celebrities and authorities, all he got was 

the gift of a diamond ring from the late 

Tsar Paul’s widow and the refusal of 

Tsar Alexander to be bound by the prom-

ises of a predecessor. Worn down with 

repeated and unsuccessful trips to Russia, 

Fraser came back to London. And al-

though his London nursery of American 

plants was being run by one of his sons 

this was not as profitable as they had 

hoped. He had wasted time and effort in 

other, unsuccessful, money making ven-

tures, such as marketing a North Ameri-

can cereal which, though popular with 

the Cherokees, failed to tempt the palate 

of Londoners, and, helped by his sister, 

who lived in London with him, straw 
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hats designed and  made as he had seen them in Cuba, but 

which did not sell.   

  Fraser, now in his late fifties, set off again with his son 

John to North America on a further plant collecting expe-

dition to see if he could improve his finances that way. 

Young John returned to London with plants, but Fraser 

himself again stayed behind, and during this extended stay 

he had the misfortune to fall from his horse and break sev-

eral ribs. His injuries were not attended to and, though he 

was able to keep going and  did not come home until 

1810, again via Cuba, because of his accident and the fact 

he had had no medical treatment he was now a bedridden 

invalid. He did not recover and died a year later in 1811. 

   Fraser was credited with bringing more than 200 new 

plants into Britain  and was particularly well known for 

his introduction of flowering shrubs, such as laurels, azal-

eas and rhododendrons as well as herbaceous plants such 

as phlox. Examples of plants which he introduced are 

Rhododendron catawbiense and Pieris floribunda. He is 

said to have escaped his Cuban shipwreck with seeds of 

evening primrose and hydrangea intact. Species named 

after him include Abies fraseri (Fraser Fir) and Magnolia 

fraseri (Fraser Magnolia). 

  John Fraser left letters which have been useful in piecing 

together his plant collecting adventures. The information 

here is based mainly on an article in the Botanical Maga-

zine, 1836, and her chapter on Fraser in Ann Lindsay’s 

Seeds of Blood and Beauty (Birlinn ), a readable collection 

of short biographies of famous Scottish plant collectors, 

including David Douglas of douglas fir fame and another 

Gaelic speaking Highlander, Archibald Menzies of Aber-

feldy. 

  It has been suggested that Fraser might be better remem-

bered in his own district if a memorial of some sort were 

to be created and the Community Council would be grate-

ful for any suggestions and help in achieving this. 

W e have recently become a 

partner with the Child 

Accident Prevention Trust 

(CAPT) www.capt.org.uk,  in ad-

dition to RoSPA.  CAPT are an-

other UK based charity working 

to prevent accidents involving 

children and young people in 

general and have included our 

message in their relevant leaflets.  

They have a very large distribu-

tion network, particularly in 

England which is fantastic. 

  A leaflet highlighting the dangers 

of young children around cars and 

the importance of keeping car keys 

secure is currently in the process of 

being written.  We are looking for 

a graphic designer to maximise the 

message if anybody can help 

please?  We hope to get this leaflet 

distributed as widely as possible 

through nurseries and the NHS in 

Scotland,  England  and Wales, 

although the political channels 

still need more work in order to 

achieve this!  We would like to 

receive financial support to help 

with printing costs, but we fear 

the reality is that we are going to 

have to fund ourselves. 

  With this in mind, Mark is taking 

to his bike in September with the 

intention of cycling from the At-

lantic Ocean to the Mediterranean, 

across the Pyrenees in less than 

100 hours. A total distance of ap-

proximately 450 miles and over 

11,000m vertical ascent.  He is 

really looking forward to the trip, 

but neither is he under any illu-

sions how painful this will be!  

We are very grateful for every-

body’s previous generosity but 

would be most grateful if you 

would consider sponsoring Mark 

again please.  A secure and easy 

way is through JustGiving www.

Iain Goodwill Trust 

justgiving.co.uk/mgoodwill or we will  gratefully re-

ceive sponsorship directly, thank you very much. 

  Mark G Goodwill, (Telephone 741854) www.iains-

trust.org 
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Kiltarlity nurse says farewell to the wards 

S eonaid Nairne, now MacLellan, 

originally from Culburnie, retired 

in March after a long and varied nurs-

ing career. 

   Shona attended Culburnie Primary 

School (see Page 16) and Tomnacross 

Secondary School, Kiltarlity. After 

leaving school in 1964 she had short 

spells working in a local post office 

and then as a hospital auxiliary but 

went on to make nursing her career 

and qualified as an enrolled nurse af-

ter training at Raigmore.   

  However, she later decided to im-

prove her qualifications and after fur-

ther study obtained a Diploma in Pro-

fessional Nursing Studies in South 

Bank University, London and a 

Bachelor of Nursing at Stirling Uni-

versity’s Highland Campus. 

  As well as nursing In Inverness, 

Shona has also worked in London in 

St George’s, a private hospital, and 

has lived for a time in  Dubai.    

  Up to her retirement in March she  

worked at different times in Raigmore 

as  a Registered General Nurse in in-

tensive care and in theatre. 

Top: Shona in re-

tirement party 

mood. Above: the 

Raigmore class of  

1967 (Shona 4th in 

back row). Right: 

Shona with three 

of her old class at 

the retirement 

party. Far right: 

her farewell poem 

gives a flavour of 

training in the old 

days at Raigmore. 
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Ross –shire Pet & Wildlife  
Lowest Price Promise & Free Delivery 
Multi bag & Referral Discounts 

Supplier of Foods & Accessories for All Animals,  
Pet, Farm & Wildlife, Tick, Flea & Worm Control Products. 

Also supplying Equine Feeds, Supplements & Bedding 
 

Current Specials 
15kg James Wellbeloved Dog £33.99 

15kg Beta Adult £20 
3kg for 2kg James Wellbeloved Cat £12  

TTop brands Arden Gr/Burns/Iams/Pro Plan/R.Canin/JW. 
Dengie/D & H/Spillers/Top Spec/Baileys etc, etc. 

 
25kg Peanuts £26 / 22.7kg Sunflower Hearts £36 

20kg Black Sunflower Seed £22 / 20kg Nigerseed £32 
Standard Seed Mix £12 / Supreme £15 / Premium £18 

 
Not ready to purchase just yet? Please register 

your interest. 

01349 861702 / e-mail: feedthesteed@hotmail.
co.uk 

Facebook: Ross-shire Pet & Wildlife 

T ommy Inch, 13 Culburnie, with the hat on, with 

"Dot" MacLeod, Rosebridge, horse handler, and 

a working  Clydesdale,  name unknown, are the 

workers here. 

  Born in 1907, in Culburnie,  Tommy Inch started his 

forestry career working with Frank Sime’s sawmill, Bal-

gate, Kiltarlity,  and worked as a sawmiller, both around 

the Beauly area and further afield, usually for Sime, later 

managing  “Tommy’s Mill”, for Sime. He then worked, 

freelance, for Crichton, in Beauly, before becoming a 

subcontractor , employing  Dave Innes, Bob Reid and 

Alec Campbell (the ‘Buffer’), until his retirement in 

1969. 

  Tommy’s daughter Shona (Selkirk) now lives in the 

family home. She has donated these and other photos 

taken by her father to Forestry Memories, a fascinating 
website, well worth visiting and also keen to have more 

photographs from areas like Kiltarlity with a strong for-

estry tradition. 

( http://forestry-memories.org.uk/) 

Forest Memories 

A Kiltarlity pole wagon, horse equivalent of the log 

laden juggernauts of today removing Kiltarlity tim-

ber for distant processing. Not quite the same scale 

but the processing was local. Nevertheless, the pole 

enabled the axles to be moved so that quite big trees 

could be carried. When the wagon was empty there 

was enough pole projecting at the rear for small 

boys to hang unofficially and uncomfortably over, 

but worth it for a free lift.  

Sime’s  Sawmill, Eskadale 1933 

Three forest workers 1955 
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S ome of the ladies of the area have 

been busy over the last two years 

knitting for premature babies born  in 

The Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital 

(QECH), Blantyre, Malawi.  Particu-

lar mention must be made of Cath 

MacRitchie and Louise Monaghan of 

Kiltarlity and also Gill Beaton of 

Beauly. 

  Now Brockie's Lodge Hotel has joined 

to support Friends of Sick Children in 

Malawi, the UK charity set up by former 

Kiltarlity man Gordon Cowie. The Hotel 

is helping to promote the work of the 

charity and its 'sister', MalawiArt.net 

Limited., which helps to create sustain-

able business for some Malawi artists 

and  therefore  their villages. All the 

profits go to the charity and therefore 

back to Malawi.  

  In Malawi, which has very strong Scot-

tish connections most people have less 

than 50p per day and life expectancy is a 

shocking 39 years. For every 1,000 live 

births, 120   babies (compared to only six 

in Scotland) will not survive to see their 

5th birthday. For every 100,000 people in 

Malawi there are only two doctors and 

59 nurses; in Scotland the comparison is 

230 doctors and 1,212 nurses.  There are 

an estimated 86,000 deaths from HIV/

Aids each year with 90,000 children HIV 

positive. In the UK, 1,390 children are 

HIV positive with fewer than two deaths 

per annum. 

  But, despite the realities of their every-

day lives, Malawi people have a desire to 

smile and laugh that they find impossible 

to resist - says Gordon, and  Malawi and 

its people are called 'The Warm Heart of 

Africa'. 

  Gordon and his wife have spent time at 

the QECH helping on a number of pro-

jects, but the global economic recession 

has so badly affected funding for the 

Children's Department that, earlier this 

year, Gordon launched the UK charity 

and the art company to try to help. 

  The best way to see and read about 

these projects on behalf of the children in 

Malawi is to visit www.friendsof sick-

childreninmalawi.org and www.

MalawiArt.net, but here is some infor-

mation for  those without ready access to 

the internet. 

  The objective of Friends of Sick Chil-

dren in Malawi is to help raise some of 

the £100,000 per year it costs to prop-
erly staff the Children's Department with 

Kiltarlity folk helping the children 

 of Malawi 

nurses and other staff so that it can treat  

80,000 children every year. (One Nurse 

for one year costs £ 2,555 and at least 

25 are needed at a cost of  £63,875.  

Other staff costs per year are £37,625.) 

  The Children's Unit at the QECH has 

about 180 beds but has a  count of 

200 - 330 children daily as inpatients! 

25,000 children are admitted every year 

from  the 80,000 children seen first by 

the Accident and Emergency Depart-

ment and these tend to be the poorer 

children in the community. At least 50 

staff are required to be able to maintain 

a good standard of care. (The cost of 

£100,000 is a fraction of  the equivalent 

cost of about £1m in Scotland.) 

  The Children's Department is over-

whelmed by the need, and somehow 

we need to be able to raise the funds. 

  How you can help 

Various fundraising initiatives are in 

process (see the NEWS section of the 

website) but much more is needed. 

Groups of people prepared to sponsor a 

nurse for a year have been suggested 

and if anyone reading this has other 

ideas please share them with us or just 

act upon them please. 

  DONATIONS - of money will be 

very gratefully received either through 

the website or by cheque (made out to 

"Friends of Sick Children in Malawi") 

and sent to Friends of Sick Children in 

Malawi, c/o Hammonds LLP, Rutland 

House, 148 Edmund Street, Birming-

ham B3. 2JR. If you can signify your 

willingness for us to claim Gift Aid on 

your donation, please do so either 

through the website or by providing 

your full name and address. 

  DONATIONS - of knitted and other 

items are always gratefully received 

and Louise, Cath and Gill are happy to 

take donations. Please remember that 

knitted items are for very small, mostly 

premature babies. Vests, jackets and 

cot-size knitted blankets (or squares to 

make them up) are especially needed 

just now. The hat appeal has been so 

successful ( 10,000) that we need to put 

the brakes on hat production for the 

moment! New babygros and similar are 

also welcome. 

  BUYING ART  - Through Mala-

wiArt.net Limited you can buy original 

Malawi art (acrylics on canvas) at ex-

ceptionally attractive prices. If your 

favoured picture is not in stock, don't 

worry as the artist will do one specially 

for you! Early sales have been very 

promising and the feedback has been ex-

cellent (see Feedback on the art web-

site). 

  Only through the generous efforts of the 

people of communities like Kiltarlity and 

Beauly, in relatively wealthy countries 

such as Scotland, can the future of less 

fortunate people and countries like Ma-

lawi be improved and become more self-

sufficient. 

  The future is the children and these pro-

jects are trying to improve their chances 

of having a brighter and self-supporting 

future. 

*PLEASE HELP IF YOU CAN* 
 

Gordon Cowie spent most of his child-

hood in Kiltarlity before leaving for 

Glasgow University in 1970. Since then 

he has lived and worked in Scotland, the 

USA and latterly in England. His mother, 

Florence, lives in Croft Road Allarburn. 

Two of the many children 

Friends of Sick Children in 

Malawi has been able to help. 
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N ewly formed Charleston Acad-

emy after schools club CHAOS 

(CHarleston Academy Orienteering 

Squad) has tasted success in its first 

term when eight of the ten pupils who 

currently make up the squad were able 

to compete at the Scottish Schools 

Orienteering Championships at 

Palacerigg Country Park, Cumber-

nauld on June 4th. 

  A total of 380 pupils from 15 primary 

and 17 secondary schools from as far 

south as Ayr and as far north as Inver-

ness, as far west as Oban and as far east 

as Aberdeen attended the championships. 

  Since the Easter holidays the orienteers 

had  trained hard after school at  Charles-

ton and at other venues, and three dedi-

cated S1 girls (Pollyanna 1st Alex 4th  and 

Hannah 5th ) succeeded in taking home  

Gold for Charleston Academy by win-

ning the Age Class Trophy  in   this na-
tional competition. 

  The prestigious trophy is awarded to the 

top scoring team of three runners from 

each school year and can now be seen on 

display in the trophy cabinet at Charles-

ton. 

  Also worthy of note are the individual 

medals the pupils took home: S1 Girls   

1st place for Pollyanna and S1 Boys   3rd 

place for Callum. In the S2 Boys, Sam 
came 4th, narrowly missing a 3rd place by 

only 13 seconds! 

  All  CHAOS orienteers completed their 

courses, which is a great achievement in 

itself, especially as a mix up meant that 

control numbers on the maps did not ex-

actly match up with those on the posts! 

  For many it was their first experience in 

competition and maps were given out 

only after the pupils had ‘punched’ their 

start control. 

  The record for the longest time anyone 

was out on a course belongs to CHAOS 

too – 98 minutes! But ... this pupil did 

not give up and finished the course – 

well done! 

  For the Whole School results, all pupils 
within twice the winner's time count. 

Charleston Academy had 6 pupils who 

came within twice the winner’s time. 

This gave Charleston Academy a fantas-

tic overall placing of 5th out of 17 secon-

dary schools at the Scottish Schools Ori-

enteering Championships.  

    The Highland Schools Orien-

teering Championships were held 
at Craig Leach, Inverness on Friday 

Orienteering successes of CHAOS 
Mieke and Trevor White report on Charleston pupils who are finding their way 

11 June. Eight pupils 

from Charleston Acad-

emy were able to go and 

what a result they came 

back with! 

   Gold   Three gold 
medals were won. Boys: 
Callum on a light green 

course, and Sam on an 

orange course. Girls: Pol-
lyanna on a yellow course 

  Silver   Two silver 
medals were won. Boys: 
Ewan on a yellow course.   

Girls: Hannah on a yellow 
course. 

 Also   Boys:  Stuart 4th 
place on a yellow course. Girls: Nata-

sha 4th place on a yellow. Alex 5th 
place on a yellow. 

Whole School   For this competi-

tion, the winners are awarded 10 

points; the runners up 9, 3rd place 8,  

4th place 7 points and so on down to 1 

point. The school with the most points 

wins the overall school trophy  (boys 

and girls separately). 

  Even with all four CHAOS boys gain-

ing such good results (10 + 10 + 9  +7 

points!), their results could not compete 

against the number of pupils brought in 

by other high schools for this event. 

  We simply need more boys to come 

away with the whole school boy’s tro-

phy! 

   T h e  g i r l s  ( 1 0 + 9 + 7 + 6 

points) narrowly missed the Whole 

School Girls’ Trophy by just 1 point! 

  Also to be commended was the pu-

pils’ excellent behaviour and willing-

ness to help which impressed the or-

ganisers to the extent that the pupils of 

CHAOS were invited to help out with 

the counting of results and the handing 

out of the medals. 

     Trevor and Mieke thank all who made 

it possible and well done to the team! 

 Currently CHAOS consists of ten S1 

and S2 pupils, with equal numbers of 

boys and girls. Charleston pupils who 

would like to join or want more informa-

tion about CHAOS  can leave  their 

names with the Active Schools Co-

ordinator (based in the  PE offices) at the 

school and we’ll be in touch! 

CHAOS members are: 

H a n n a h  F a r m a n 

(kiltarlity), Pollyanna 

Gray (Kiltarlity), Alex 

F a r q u h a r s o n 

(Kiltarlity), Emma Fos-

ter, Natasha Pritchard, 

C a l l u m  W h i t e 

(Kiltarlity), Sam Ge-

bicke-Kerr (Kiltarlity), 

S t u a r t  D i n gwa l l 

(Kiltarlity), Ewan Mac-

gregor, Cedric Wittke. 
 

 Hannah  Farman,  Sam Gebicke-Kerr, Callum 

White, Pollyanna Gray, Ewan  Macgregor, Stuart 

Dingwall,  Alex Farquharson, Natasha Pritchard 

Callum White S1 medal winner  

Gold medallists Hannah, Pollyanna and Alex   



 

Norman Grant, Chairman 

(741532) 

Robbie Sheriffs, Secretary 

(741257) 

Dorothy Ward, Treasurer 

(741253) 

Hector Douglas (741881) 

Karen Ferguson (831251) 

Floris Greenlaw (741342) 

Ronald MacLean (741323) 

Hamish Maclennan 

(741312) 

Eunice Ramsden (741447) 

 
Community Council meetings are com-

pletely open to the public who,   with 

the Chairman’s agreement,  can con-

tribute to the discussion, though not 

vote. 

  The Council can discuss extremely 

confidential issues and take decisions 

in private session but this almost never 

arises. 

  Community Council members will 

welcome approaches for advice or as-

sistance from any local resident 

whether on an individual  or commu-

nity basis. For example, the Commu-

nity Council may be able to provide 

some finance for local projects either 

from its annual grant of around £850 or 

by applying for additional funds to 

Highland Council or other funding 

bodies. 

   Individual. members may be able to 

help with matters such as official let-

ters, forms and documents, or put peo-

ple in touch with an appropriate source 

of assistance. Any personal approach to 

a Council member will be treated with 

total confidentiality and will only be 

discussed in Council meetings with the 

clear agreement of the person who has 

made contact. 

 

 

Community Council Website: 

www.kiltarlity.info 

Kiltarlity  

Community  

Council 
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Culburnie School 1960-61 
Back row: Mr John Anderson, Headteacher, Duncan Pirie, William McKay, Sandy 
Fraser, Ewan MacDonnell, Iain Anderson, Leslie Nairne, William Duguid, William 

Thow, Mrs Jack. 

Third row: Dennis Shields, Harry Shields, Sheila MacDonnell. Gwen Cumming, 
Grace Duguid, Michael Fraser, Duncan Fraser, Evan Fraser 

Second row: Heather MacDonnell, Elizabeth Fraser, Mary McKay, Seonaid Nairne,  
Mairi Nairne, Shona Inch, Pat Pirie, Mary Brodie 

Front row: John Kay, Sam Clark, Angus Pirie, Alistair McKay, John Cumming 

See also 

pages  

 20  - 2 3 
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Vacancy Update - Sole Nominee 

F ollowing the successful election of Rev. Dr Kobus Smit to the vacant charge 

of Kiltarlity and Kirkhill by the congregations of both Churches, and 

the acceptance by Rev. Dr Kobus Smit, the necessary administration procedure 

has now commenced. It is envisaged that Rev. Dr Kobus Smit’s induction, or-

ganised by Inverness Presbytery, will be in the early part of September 2010, 

which will be followed by Kobus commencing the Sunday services at both 

Churches in September. 

  Rev. Dr Willis Jones has kindly continued to officiate at all the Sunday services 

throughout July and August, with his last service being Sunday 29 August 2010. 

Willis and Pat have, however, vacated the Wardlaw Manse and moved their base to 

their flat in Nairn. 

  A Celebration Party for both congregations to say farewell and thank you to Willis 

and Pat is planned for 28th August.  

Rev Kobus Smit and Mrs Smit 

Garden Fete 
Iain and Avril Marr opened their gar-

den and grounds at Eileanreach, 

Kirkhill, on the afternoon of Saturday, 

14 August 2010, and invited members 

of both congregations to a Garden 

Fete. Entrance was by donation, with 

funds going to the Wardlaw Church 

Development Fund. 

   Members enjoyed browsing stalls for 

home baking, vegetables, and books, 

guessing the weight of the Fruit Cake, 

naming the Rag Doll, and taking part in 

outside games and challenges for both 

the young and the not so young, with teas 

and home baking to be had on the ter-

race.  

 

Fun Day at Beaufort Castle 
Actually, it was a wet day at Beaufort 

Castle on Wednesday 11 August, but it 

remained a fun day, nevertheless. 

  The event was moved to Kiltarlity 

Community Hall where local children of 

Primary One to Primary Seven age  were 

joined by children on holiday at the Cas-

tle to enjoy  a day of games, quizzes and 

crafts. 

  Thanks are due to Willis and Pat Jones 

and daughter Heidi who masterminded 

the event, helped by members of the Kil-

tarlity congregation. 

 

Session Clerk 
Kiltarlity Church of Scotland Session 

Clerk is now Mr David Garvie, 

Bracken House, Hughton. Tel: 01463 

741038. 

K iltarlity girl Anne-Marie 

Johnstone has received 

her  Duke of Edinburgh Gold 

Award from Highland Council 

Convener Sandy Park at a full 

Council meeting. And on July 

16th she travelled down to Ed-

inburgh to attend the Duke of 

Edinburgh Gold Award cere-

mony in the Gardens of the 

Palace of Holyroodhouse.  
  At Holyrood, HRH the Duke of Edin-

burgh took time to speak to all the re-

cipients. Anne-Marie said, "The Duke 

of Edinburgh asked what I did for the  

expedition  part of my  award and was 

very interested to hear all about my 

trek through the Himalayas. 

  “I feel a great sense of achievement in 

completing this award. It was while I 

was in India caring for disabled chil-

dren I realised the career path I wanted 

to take.  I am currently training to be a 

nurse in Robert Gordon’s University in 

Aberdeen and I feel whilst carrying out 

the Duke of Edinburgh Award  I learnt 

a lot about dedication, commitment, 

caring for others and teamwork which 

is all required to become a good nurse. 

  “I would recommend the Duke of Ed-

inburgh Award scheme to anyone but 

they must be prepared for giving up a 

lot of their free time for others, learning 

new skills, working as a team member 

with others and, finally, having sore 

feet from long treks!" 

Local Girl receives  Duke of Edinburgh 

 Gold Award. 

Anne-Marie receiving her Gold 

Award from Convener  

Sandy Park 
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Beauly Denny - just round the corner    

I n spite of the likely start of the Beauly Denny giant transmission 

line preparatory works in a few weeks 

time Kiltarlity Community Council 

representatives are experiencing con-

siderable difficulty in obtaining clear 

information.  

  Community Councils have been given 

no role in direct consultation with the 

developers but have been told that their 

main channel for information is through 

local authority  Highland Council.  While 

meetings have been held with Council 

officers on general issues and road pro-

posals in particular, there is no clear flow 

of information.  

  The developers, SSE, have appointed a 

Community Liaison Officer, who has 

held some meetings but is also not sup-

plying regular updates. A consultation 

event in June covered a number of large 

projects and the information available 

was felt to be fairly non-specific.  

  Some issues are causing particular con-

cern. SSE seem to be defining ‘major 

construction works’, which cannot start 

before 2011, as ‘preparatory works’, 

which can start within weeks. A long list 

of conditions must be met by both SSE 

and Scottish Power and agreed by the 

local councils before any work on the 

main construction can start, but it is dis-

turbing to discover for the first time that 

by June, at least 11 conditions had been 

agreed as ‘discharged’. (Incidentally, the 

current works between Beauly and Inver-

ness are on the east coast line and quite 

separate from Beauly Denny.) 

  A key part of the process is agreement 

on a Construction Procedures Handbook, 

issued in draft form and commented on  

by Kiltarlity CC and others. It appears 

that the CPH is now being finalised with-

out the Community Council’s right, as 

contributors to the  original draft, being 

taken into account – another indication of 

the scant attention paid to genuine local 

consultation.  

Roads 

  Following the appearance of the 

‘mysterious markings’ on roads, the 

Community Council, has succeeded in 

obtaining some information and can now 

reveal that blue paint means an improved 

or new passing place and the numbers 

enable features of the roads to be identi-

fied precisely. The idea is that SSE will 

bring the roads up to a standard to enable 

them to be used daily by their giant vehi-

cles -  40 movements a day seem possi-

ble – and will guarantee to leave them in 

no worse a state than they 

were to start with.  

  SSE contractors propose a 

one way system from just 

above the Black Bridge 

with loaded vehicles using 

the Fanellan to Hughton 

route and returning via Cul-

burnie and Beaufort to the 

Black Bridge. A construc-

tion track running south of 

and parallel to the Hughton 

to Eskadale road would en-

able this one way system to 

be extended to Eskadale. 

  Community Council comment has 

focussed on the location of new or wid-

ened passing places and in particular on 

the  stability  of  the  road below 

Teanacoil, where parts of the wall have 

fallen into the burn and the road seems 

poised to follow. 

  Residents along all these roads can 

look forward to significant disruption 

well before the giant trucks begin to 

roll since the preparatory work is likely 

to lead to road closures with resultant 

lengthy delays or diversions. A possi-

ble problem to be aware of is the unof-

ficial convenience of, and potential 

damage to, road-end ‘bellmouths’, if 

too few official passing places are cre-

ated. 

Working hours 

  A key issues is noise management on 

which local consultation is vitally im-

portant. This relates to the working 

hours. ‘Normal’ hours from October to 

March are to be 7.30 am to 5 pm seven 

days a week,   and for the rest of the 

year 7 am to 7 pm on weekdays and 7 

am to 5 pm at weekends. Kiltarlity 

Community Council proposed at the 

Public Inquiry that there should be no 

Sunday working. In fact,  the consent 

for the first Beauly Substation exten-

sion excludes working on Sundays or 

Public Holidays and on Saturday after-

noons (with exceptions for power cuts). 

  Undergrounding 

  Unlike other councils, Highland 

Council, despite strong pleas from 

Councillor Helen Carmichael at the 

Planning Committee meeting which 

followed the Minister's decision in 

January, have not maintained their sup-

port for undergrounding parts of the 

Beauly/Denny line as a mitigation 

measure. Without their support, and the 

complete failure by the Reporters to 

recognise our case, it is felt to be more 

important to focus now on other ways to 

mitigate the forthcoming disruption and 

damage. . 

  Early indications are that few local con-

tractors are to be involved in the work, 

although we have, as with many other 

matters, no clear picture here. 

Information 

  Residents can get some help from 

SSE’s booklet "Beauly-Denny Replace-

ment Transmission Line Project" which 

is, generally, informative and easy to 

read. Copies of this and of the list of 

planning conditions, can be obtained or 

borrowed from the Community Council. 

  There is a strong case that SSE person-

nel who act as our first point of contact, 

especially once the main contract is un-

derway, should have some technical 

awareness instead of having to pass on 

most of our queries with inevitable delay 

in getting a response. Local peo-

ple should also have access to free 0800 

telephone numbers for contacting SSE 

and also contractors in due course. 

  Kiltarlity Community Council as a 

member of campaign group Scotland Be-

fore Pylons is to attend a meeting ar-

ranged with senior civil servants from the 

Scottish Government's Energy Consents 

Unit, primarily on the issue of continuing 

lack of satisfactory consultation.  

  Kiltarlity people will reflect on the 

strange fact that areas on the route to 

windfarm construction, even though 

some distance from the site, have re-

ceived generous disturbance compensa-

tion, to say nothing of community benefit 

sums paid to areas nearer to the wind-

farms  so large that they cannot easily be 

spent. We, on the other hand, can expect 

only years of disruption and permanent 

landscape disfigurement but can at least 

be comforted to know that we are mak-

ing possible large payments to SSE and 

to the windfarm communities sending 

their power down the Beauly Denny line. 

Vision of the (near) future? 
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A t last, after six long years of campaigning, 6th January 

brought the consent for the Beauly to 

Denny power line in a televised an-

nouncement to the Scottish Parlia-

ment by the Energy Minister Jim 

Mather. Many believed his perform-

ance both then and on BBC News-

night that evening as deserving to go 

down in the annals of worst ever 

ministerial performances.  

  Campaigners were left angry and dis-

appointed, many having expected the 

consent to include selective under-

grounding, including from Beauly Sub-

station to beyond Eskadale and Kiner-

ras. Despite reports to the contrary, 

there is to be no undergrounding what-

soever of the Beauly Denny line. The 

waters have been muddied by planning 

conditions which involve "tidying up 

the countryside" by undergrounding or 

dismantling totally unrelated lower 

voltage lines. One such line within the 

Cairngorms National Park is well over 

twenty miles from the proposed new 

power line. 

  The local planning condition which 

stipulates undergrounding short lengths 

of various lines in and out of Balblair 

Sub-station is certainly to be wel-

comed, but is of no direct relevance 

whatsoever to mitigating the adverse 

visual, environmental and health effect 

of the Beauly Denny line in the Kiltar-

lity area.  

  The Community Council is continuing 

to resist this short-sighted decision to 

reefuse  any undergrounding of the 

Beauly Denny line, believing this may 

not be wasted effort. Highland Council 

seem to be of like mind, having ap-

pointed the QC who represented them 

at the 2007 Public Inquiry to make a 

legal case challenging parts of the Min-

ister's decision.  

  We will be arguing the strong case for 

Community Benefit. Since wind farms 

and transmission line are integral parts 

of the same renewable energy project, 

one would think that the communities 

forced to host the giant pylons would at 

least receive disturbance compensation. 

Scottish and Southern Energy, will not 

only pay many thousands of pounds for 

25 years to those communities nearest 

Boblainy Forest Archaeology 

Project 

‘Boblainy - From First Settlers to Cleared Settle-

ments' 
 

Autumn programme  

 

Part 1: Boblainy Heritage Overview 
Monday evenings 30 August - 4 October inclusive, 7.00 - 9:30pm 

 

Learn with professional archaeology tutor about the heritage of Boblainy Forest 

and the surrounding area, placed in its regional and national context. 

 

Part 2: Researching Boblainy’s Past 
Monday evenings 25 October - 29 November inclusive, 7.00 - 9:30pm 

 

How do you find out about buildings and features in the landscape? Learn where 

to find out about the archaeology of the area, and research a site, building or ob-

ject. 

 

 

All Sessions are free, and take place in Kiltarlity 

Hall, 7 - 9:30 pm.  

Come to one or both courses.  

No experience necessary.  
 

To book (including those who have already ex-

pressed  interest) please contact archaeologist at   

ARCH offices on 01349 868230 or 

info@archhighland.org.uk 

 so that we have an idea of numbers for handouts 

and rooms. 
 

 

Part of Kiltarlity Community Council’s Boblainy Forest Community Archaeology 

Project which will continue until  June 2011, with opportunities to learn how to 

research local heritage, survey standing remains in the forest and to create a display 

of results. 

 

KILTARLITY COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Please note that you can still enrol  

after the start date  

 

Kiltarlity 

22 July 2010 
Sir 

Druim Ba Sustainable Energy Ltd. are 

in the ‘scoping’ stages of their proposal 

to construct a wind turbine farm at 

Blairmore  Estate, Glen Convinth. If 

given permission by the Scottish Gov-

ernment (their proposal exceeds the 

capacity dealt with by Highland Coun-

cil), the farm will have 31 turbines pro-

ducing between 90-103 megawatts. It 

will be one of the largest wind farms in 

the Highlands. Glen Convinth and its 

surrounding communities will be ex-

ceptionally close to the site, with many 

homes less than a mile from the tur-

bines and at the same altitude. The vis-

ual and auditory impact will be colos-

sal. 

  I recently visited Fairburn wind farm, 

and the noise from the turbines was a 

constant drone at one mile; at half a 

mile, the noise was like a jumbo jet 

flying overhead but never landing, with 

a mild pulsating sensation; and at 50 

metres and less, the noise was like jets 

lined up on a runway, with vibrations 

very strong. 

  The visual and auditory impact of a 

farm of this size and so close to homes 

will be catastrophic to people’s health, 

quality of life, and value of their prop-

erty.  

  If you would like more information, 

please go to www.highland.gov.uk and 

search for wind farms map. The Blair-

more Forest proposal is  #80. More par-

tial information regarding the farm can 

be sought at Blairmore Estate from its 

owner, or their PR Donald Ross, on 

01463 230 540. Or please telephone 

me – Denise Davis - on 01463 741 346, 

if you wish to talk more about the im-

pact this farm will have on the commu-

nities of Ardendrain, Foxhole, Cul-

nakirk, Abriachan, and Kiltarlity gener-

ally. 

 

Yours etc 

Denise Davis 

LETTER 

Druim Ba  

Proposal 

There will be a preliminary walk in the Forest on October 13th  -   

watch out for notices with details. 
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Lovat Senior Team 
from 

John MacRitchie 

A fter our crucial but uninspiring win over GMA Lovat travelled on 

April 17th to face Camanachd Cup 

holders, Fort William. The Fort had 

long spells of pressure, but found 

Lovat defenders Drew Howie, James 

Grieve, Lorne MacKay, Martin Bell 

having their best games of the season 

so far. and goalkeeper  Stuart Mac-

Donald pulling off a number of out-

standing saves, though a Gary Innes 

goal left us 1 - 0 down at half time. 

  With the elements now in Lovat’s fa-

vour we began to win more of the ball 

and on the hour Fraser Gallacher equal-

ised with a shot into the roof of the net, 

1-1. This game was heading for a draw 

when Gordy MacKinnon’s quite lucky 

87th minute goal made for a disappoint-

ing final  score of 2-1 after an out-

standing performance from the young 

Lovat team. 

  Lovat’s next game involved the long 

trip to play Kyles Athletic and after 5 

hours on a bus Lovat found it difficult to 

match the performance of the previous 

week. Kyles, used to their tight park with 

a considerable slope along its length 

scored in the 10th minute, though Lovat 

responded with a well taken goal from 

Euan Ferguson in the 17th minute. But 

Lovat’s midfield were finding it difficult 

to get into the game and by half time we 

were  4-1 down. 

  In the second half we lost Euan Fergu-

son with a foot injury and Daniel Grieve 

with a nasty facial injury. We never 

looked like getting back into the game 

but held Kyles out until the final ten min-

utes when they scored again to make the 

final score 5-1.       

  For the third week in a row Lovat found 

themselves “on the road” but  this time 

just across the hill to play Glenurquhart.  

  Four weeks before, the Glen had run out  

2-1 winners and this game was expected 

to be just as tight with both teams look-

ing for points which would take them 

away from the relegation zone. In near 

perfect conditions Lovat’s defence were 

under pressure but Martin Bell and Drew 

Howie ensured few shots got through to 

goal, though Stuart was called on for a 

couple of his brilliant saves. to keep 

Lovat on level terms. Lovat forwards 

were not getting much of the ball but 

Greg Matheson came close on the half 

hour mark   and on the stroke of half time 

he had the ball in the back of the Glen 

net only for the goal to be ruled offside. 

Half time 0-0. 

  In the second period Lovat had more 

pressure but without scoring and with 

20 minutes to go the Glen team scored 

through Eddie Tembo. However, 

within two minutes a good move with 

Greg Matheson enabled James 

MacPherson to run 30  yards with the 

ball and slip it past Stuart MacKintosh 

in the Glen goal. Final score 1-1.     

  On May 15th, for the first time in five  

weeks,  Lovat had a home game,  

against Oban Camanachd on the same 

League position. For a game crucial for 

survival in the league it was disappoint-

ing to have so many late call offs leav-

ing the squad with only 12 players. 

  Though Balgate was very dry and 

hard, making it difficult to control the 

ball, Lovat defence were on top form 

with Allan MacPherson, who had 

stepped in at the last minute, showing 

well. Despite a lot of Lovat pressure, 

neither team had scored by half time. 

  The second half continued as the first 

with Lovat controlling the game with-

out testing the goal keeper, though Stu-

art MacDonald had to make a fine save 

to stop a  Daniel McIntyre shot. . How-

ever, in the 67th minute Owen Ferguson 

put Lovat up 1-0, and the points were 

finally secured by James MacPherson 

in the 84th minute who made the final 

score 2-0.  This match was not a great 

spectacle but we were happy with the 

two valuable points and a clean sheet.    

   On May 22nd Lovat played Glenurqu-

hart again, this time in the second round 

of the Camanachd Cup. As half time ap-

proached it looked as if the teams would 

be turning around 0-0. However, with 

minutes to go, Eddie Tembo evaded 

Martin Bell and slipped the ball past Stu-

art MacDonald. But Lovat’s response 

was immediate and James MacPherson 

kept his cool and scored from a penalty 

in the 44th minute.  

  The second half had both defences still 

on top and the game entered extra time 

and within the first couple of minutes. 

Lovat almost made it, but Greg Mathe-

son saw his shot well saved and Craig 

Mainland, after  winning the ball on the 

edge of the box slipped it past the post. 

And five minutes into the second period 

of extra time a shot from Stuart Reid, 

which was going wide, took a deflection 

off Lorne MacKay and ended up in the 

back of the net. Glenurquhart 2,  Lovat 1, 

and the end of our Camanachd hopes for 

another year. 

  Lovat returned to league action with a 

home game against Newtonmore. Al-

though eventually going down 4-0 the 

team performed well with the midfield 

winning the majority of the ball in the 

first period. The first half ended 2-0 for 

the visitors and torrential rain for the 

whole of the second half. reduced the 

standard of play with the final score 

Lovat 0, Newtonmore 4. 

. The following week Lovat were on the 

road  -  to Newtonmore, but this was a 

Fine views of the Kyles of Bute but Lovat’s 

view of Tighnabruaich goal not so clear.  
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much closer affair and we were unfortu-

nate to lose two quick goals in the first 

half, though James MacPherson, Greg 

Matheson and Owen Ferguson all came 

close to scoring. 

. The second half was evenly matched 

with Lovat again hitting the woodwork 

and  unfortunate to concede a third in the 

75th minute but managing a consolation 

goal through Owen Ferguson. 

  Fort William were the next visitors to 

Balgate, this time in the MacAulay cup. 

Due to a number of regulars absent at 

Rockness Lovat called on Steven Cam-

eron, JP Fraser, Raymond Rennie, Sam 

Ferguson and Martin Anderson. Lovat 

were unable to settle and conceded four  

goals early on and a fifth before half-

time. In the second half Lovat began to 

compete with JP Fraser and Raymond 

Rennie coming close to scoring. Lovat 

held the Fort at bay until the final minute 

when they got through in the final minute 

to make the final score 6-0. The club 

would like to thank the players who 

stepped in to ensure the fixture was ful-

filled. They gave an excellent account of 

themselves. 

  The following week Fort William were 

again visitors to Balgate, in the League.  

Lovat hoped for a more equal game but  

Fort William controlled the game 

throughout and ended with a 4 — 0 vic-

tory.  

  For the next match against Bute, two 

points and one place above us,  we had a 

number of regular players missing but 

had to win to keep out of the relegation 

battle. Allan MacPherson at wing played 

well and Jamie Matheson opened the 

scoring after 25 minutes with a well 

taken goal and Jimmy MacKenzie dou-

bled the lead just before half time  -  

when  one of the Bute players received 

a red card. Though a dubious penalty 

award got Bute up to 2 - 1,  Lovat held 

out for those two valuable points.    

  Lovat, again under full strength,  next 

made the long trip to Inveraray to take 

on a team which had just won the 

Celtic Cup against Kyles and  were un-

beaten at home all season. Two down 

at half time  Lovat reorganised and cre-

ated  a number of chances. And a good 

move from Premier League debutants 

Martin Anderson and Rory Cruden re-

sulted in James MacPherson scoring to 

make a final tally of  2  -  1 for Invera-

ray. A narrow defeat but Lovat can take 

a lot of credit for an excellent all round 

performance. 

  Lovat were soon on the road again, to 

Glasgow  to  meet   basement    club  

G.M.A. who nevertheless had recently 

beaten Glenurquhart and Bute and had 

given a good account of themselves at 

Balgate. And after only three minutes 

we were a goal behind, but this was a 

game we could not afford to lose and 

with 12 minutes on the clock we were 

4-1 up with goals from Jamie Matheson 

(2), James MacPherson and Greg 

Matheson. An own goal by Martin Bell 

reduced the deficit but Jamie Matheson 

soon restored the three goal cushion 

when he completed his hat trick. Half 

Time 5 -2. G.M.A. scored within three 

minutes of the re-start and after this the 

game was an even affair without many 

goal scoring opportunities being made.  

In the final minutes Greg Matheson 

scored, though GMA managed to bring 

the score to GMA 4, Lovat 6.  This was 

an excellent performance from the for-

ward line and a result which has all but 

secured Premier League status for the 

Club, placing us six points ahead of 

Oban, three ahead of Glenurquhart and 

two ahead of Bute.        

  On a memorable 31st of July Lovat sen-

iors headed for Kingussie for a game  

scheduled for an early start to allow the 

senior players to support the junior team 

in the Sutherland cup final later in the 

day at Newtonmore. Nobody expected 

Lovat to take anything from a Kingussie,   

unbeaten since April, but on an excellent 

playing surface Lovat settled well mov-

ing the ball about confidently and it was 

no surprise when after a good move in-

volving Owen and Euan Ferguson that 

Fraser Gallacher left the Kingussie goal 

keeper with no chance. Kingussie retali-

ated immediately and Ross scored in the 

12th and 15th minute to put Kingussie in 

the lead. But Lovat held their ground 

with Callum Cruden and Daniel Grieve 

outstanding in mid field and in the 34th 

minute James MacPherson set up Fraser 

Gallacher who scored his second of the 

game with an outstanding strike. Half 

time score, 2-2.  

  In the second half Kingussie made three 

changes but an outstanding Lovat de-

fence of Martin Bell, Lorne MacKay, 

Drew Howie and James Grieve snuffed 

out all attacks, and anything that did get 

past was expertly dealt with by Stuart 

MacDonald. The final score 2-2 was  one 

of the best all round performances from a 

Lovat team for a long time.    

         

T he  snow that put paid to this year’s Lovat Cup delayed the new season and Lovat’s reserve team, under the new man-

agement of Allan Macrae and James White, started a week later than planned. The team was largely unchanged from 

the team which reached the Sutherland and Strathdearn cup finals last year, but with a few new faces.   

  The first game,  was a tough one against current North Division Two champions Glenurquhart who won  5-3 in a very competitive 

match. This was followed by two very good wins - against Fort William at Balgate, and against Skye in Portree. There followed a 

terrific performance against Kingussie at the Dell where Lovat were 3-0 down at half-time but rallied after the break to come back 

into the game and eventually win 5-3  —   a real confidence booster for the team. Next it was away to Kinlochshiel where the good 

run continued with a 5-1 victory, though this was to be the end of a good run in the league and was followed by  defeats against 

Newtonmore, Fort William and Glengarry. But this only seemed to spur the boys on to fine Sutherland Cup victories over Newton-

more, Kinlochshiel and Inverary, and ultimately a second victory over Kingussie in the semi-final of the Sutherland cup with the 

best performances of the season so far . (See separate report on Sutherland final.)  

  The Strathdearn cup also produced fine wins against Skye, Kinlochshiel and a ultimate victory in a midweek semi-final against Fort 

William at An Aird, an  encounter that required extra time to separate the teams. (The Strathdearn Cup Final against Glenurquhart 

scheduled for September 4th.) 
  Back to league business and Lovat recovered their fine early league form lately with two good wins away to Kilmallie and Beauly. 

Despite a recent defeat against Newtonmore, Lovat  are sitting now in a very respectable mid table position. 

Lovat Juniors 
James White reports on Lovat’s cup winning reserves 
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O n 31st July, Lovat Juniors trav-elled to Newtonmore to face 

Glenurquhart in the final of the 

Sutherland Cup. The last time the 

Club won the trophy was in 2000 and 

as then Lovat, the underdogs, faced 

more fancied opponents  -  who were 

playing in the same colours as Loch-

side Rovers, the team we beat in 

2000.  

  A large crowd had gathered at the 

Eilean, to  see who would be crowned 

the best Junior team in 2010. Condi-

tions were perfect, with bright blue 

skies and an immaculate playing sur-

face.  

  The game, televised live by BBC 

Alba, started at 4.00 p.m. and at 20 sec-

onds past four Lewis Tawse swept 

Lovat in front after pouncing on a 

saved effort by Greg Matheson.  Nev-

ertheless the Glen began to get control 

in midfield and were now putting Lovat 

under intense pressure. Our defence 

coped well with Gordon Kelly at full 

back marshalling the young players in 

front of him: wing backs, Michael 

MacKenzie and Tom Collins snuffing 

out of any chances and Allan Macpher-

son’s strength and hitting combined to 

make the defence a solid unit. But one 

man stood out in this first period - 

Lovat goalkeeper Christopher Mac-

Callum, who had one outstanding save 

after another. 

  It looked as if Lovat would end the 

half in front but Glenurquhart scored 

through Kelvin MacKenzie from the 

edge of the box in the 3rd minute of first 

half injury time.  

  With their first half pressure resulting 

in that late goal the Glen supporters 

were confident that their team would 

go on to lift the cup but Lovat had their 

own ideas and  broke through in the 

56th minute when clever work by 

Jimmy MacKenzie and Duncan David-

son resulted in Greg Matheson slam-

ming the ball home from a tight angle. 

And seven minutes later brother Jamie 

dispossessed a Glen defender at the 

edge of the box and slotted the ball into 

the net. To the delight of the Kiltarlity 

support Lovat were now dominating 

and wrapped up the win in the 75th 

when Greg Matheson looked to have 

scored after pouncing on a goalkeeping 

error. Although this goal was given 

Sutherland Cup 2010 
James White recounts a famous victory 

television replays which showed the 

ball did not cross the line and Gle-

nurquhart complained about the deci-

sion, this did not affect the outcome of 

the game.  Shortly afterwards Gordon 

Kelly was injured and was replaced by 

Rory Cruden with Jimmy MacKenzie 

moving to defence. Christopher Mac-

Callum underlined his great perform-

ance with another great double save 

near the end of the game. It was also 

pleasing to see Craig Mainland making 

an appearance after missing most of the 

season due to illness. 

  The game ended, Lovat 4. Glenurqu-

hart 1 and Lovat’s large travelling sup-

port began their celebrations. Lovat’s 

Captain, Jimmy MacKenzie, was pre-

sented with the Sutherland Cup along 

with the coveted silver mounted caman 

and to cap a memorable day for the 

Club Christopher MacCallum was pre-

sented with the BBC Alba man of the 

match award. 

 Team and supporters returned to Kil-

tarlity and the celebrations continued 

long into the night!!    

Lovat’s 

Sutherland 

Cup heroes 
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Clockwise from 

top left: Greg 
Matheson takes 

aim; Christopher 

MacCallum -  

Man of the Match  

medallist;  Connal  

MacIlleChiar 

challenges  

Glenurquhart’s 

Ewan Brady; Tom 

Smith in action. 
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Something nasty 

A  stream of effluent entering the 

Bruiach Burn from the village 

sewage treatment plant was spotted 

and photographed by a local resident 

in July and  seen by others over a pe-

riod of days. SEPA were sent several 

photographs but a spokesperson im-

plied it was a temporary problem and  

attributed it to low water levels at the 

time. 

  The matter was raised in discussions 

over the permission given to developer 

William Gray (see front page) to build a 

total of  80 houses at the Balgate Sawmill 

site, just above the waste water treatment 

plant Planning officers responded that 

Scottish Water were satisfied with the  

capacity of the plant for the development 

but that if any deficiency became appar-

ent during the project, Gray would have 

to upgrade the plant before any more 

houses were built. 

  Scottish Water have confirmed that they 

are satisfied that present capacity is ade-

quate for planned development, but resi-

dents are, naturally, rather nervously 

watching the spot. 

One could spend a lifetime investigat-

ing all the historic stones and sites in 

the Kiltarlity area but one which should 

not pass mention is the devil’s well ly-

ing about a mile and a half to the West. 

  Although it is not known when this 

Well was built, there is no doubt in the 

minds of many locals that it bodes no 

good to those who would wander near 

it after dark; 

The Devil’s Well, between 

Hughton and Easter Eska-

dale. It was the subject of a 

local newspaper article in 

the 70s, the text of which is 

printed below. Picture and 

information from Shona 

Selkirk 

Something else nasty ...maybe 

  As long as anyone can remember the 

old well has had an association with the 

Lord of Darkness and a story is told of 

the ghost of a young man who haunts the 

stone dais around it. 

  The young man was the victim of a 

murder committed there many years ago 

as the result of a heated quarrel, no doubt 

brought about by the well's evil connec-

tions. 

And more hardworking 

horses. Above: taking in the 

peats.  Left: long before 

TESCO thought of it, Angus 

Fraser’s (Camaultmuir?  -

Sign just behind the horse) 

delivery van with Angus 

Fraser, we presume, and 

satisfied customer. Next 

page, top: house, hen and 

two ladies, but where, and 

who? 

More  Glenconvinth photos 



 

ABC PLANT HIRE 
 

DIGGERS AND DUMPERS 
SKILLED OPERATORS 

 
Tel: ANDY OR ALI 
01463 741468 

Or 
07999 352399 

 
LOWER  

DRUMNAGARRACHAN, 
KILTARLITY 

Above: Bob Kennedy and his father, probably. Below: Ken-

nedy’s Bus  -  this must be the very first one.  
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Home and fashion 

corner 
 

from 

Lady Lovat’s 

 Recipe Book 1928  

(with advertisements) 
 

Issued in aid of the Fund to found a 

Children’s Bed in the Northern Infir-

mary, Inverness 

 
(With thanks to Betty Murray, now  

Bunford, Lincoln) 
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  Main daytime bus service operated by  

W Ross Minibuses.  
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    Telephone 01463 741284 


